Northern Hemisphere's carbon dioxide emissions. "That's much more than any terrestrial plant ecologist would have considered likely," Tans said. Conserving tree and plant populations, he added, might raise their carbon dioxide uptake even higher.
Understanding how carbon cycles through plants is vital to decreasing global warming. By burning fuel and clearing forests, human activity generates 7 billion tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere every year. About half of it remains there. The rest is believed to be absorbed by oceans and plants, though no one knows exactly how the gas is distributed.
In the atmosphere, carbon dioxide molecules allow sunlight to reach the earth's surface. At night, reradiated energy from earth surfaces is absorbed, trapping heat temporarily like glass in a greenhouse. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, increasing concentrations of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere may cause the world's average surface temperature to rise by up to 6.30F over the next century. Some subtropical areas will become tropical, disrupting ecosystems and allowing animal and microbe species that thrive in a hot dimate to migrate into more northern and southem latitudes. Global warming may also increase rainfall and cause the sea level to rise.
The best way to slow global warming, scientists say, is to cut back on burning fossil fuels like oil, coal, and gas. Some have suggested disposing of excess carbon dioxide by pumping it into the ocean, which can absorb vast amounts of the gas. But Meanwhile, James White, a geology professor at the University of Colorado and coauthor of the Tans study, cautioned that simply planting trees won't solve the global warming problem. "Neither will dumping all the carbon dioxide in the ocean," White said. "We've got to fix the energy problem. Or else this will be something serious for our great, great grandchildren to deal with."
Nowhere to Hide
It has been 11 years since the release of methyl isocyanate in Bhopal, India caused about 2,000 deaths and greatly heightened public awareness of the potential dangers of chemical accidents worldwide. In the aftermath of Bhopal, a variety of steps were taken in the United States to minimize the possibility that such a disastrous event would occur here, induding national and local legislation and voluntary action by industrial groups.
In August of this year, the National Environmental Law Center and the U. According to the unofficial NCRP report, new day-care centers, schools, playgrounds, houses, and other structures should not be built in areas where ambient or "background" EMFs exceed the two-milligauss (mG) level. Furthermore, the report says, ambient EMFs near existing structures
